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The uneasy relationship between the African American community and law enforcement is well-documented 
and has been a pervasive problem across the United States for decades. Racial profiling. Driving While Black. 
Rodney King. The list of problems is seemingly endless. But the fatal shooting of 18 year-old Michael Brown 
by a Ferguson, Missouri police officer seems to have finally brought this problem to the forefront of American 
consciousness, and nearly two months after the shooting, the incident remains on the minds of millions across 
the country. It certainly appears that the uneasy relationship, the lack of trust, the use of excessive force and the 
lack of respect that has characterized this rocky relationship will at last be addressed.

With that in mind, the National Bar Association’s “Know Your Rights Forum” is intended to examine this 
historically and seemingly unsolvable issue, by giving attendees a complete understanding of their rights in the 
legal system, when dealing with the police or the courts. National Bar Association President Pamela Meanes 
will give her perspectives on the law, the courts and the relationship between the African American community, 
as well as how African Americans can protect themselves by knowing the law and their Constitutional rights.  
Attorney Benjamin Crump, who represents the Trayvon Martin and Michael Brown families, will bring his 
insider’s knowledge of the legal system, police policy, and how African Americans can protect themselves 
from the injustice of police brutality. Little Rock, Arkansas Chief of Police Kenton Buckner will bring the law 
enforcement perspective to the discussion, and explain to audience members the key factors in dealing with 
police, safely and avoiding conflict.


